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What is the difference between
the wise and the fool? The wise
men mentioned in the Gospel of
Matthew were skilled in
astrology, able to interpret the
positions of the stars (Matthew
2:1-12). Solomon, the wisest of
all, was recognized throughout
history because he proved his
wisdom in both life and career. He
excelled above everyone in his
time.

But what makes a man a fool? Can
we simply call anyone who is not
wise a fool? Is there a gradation
among the wise-such as wise,
wiser, and wisest? The true answer
comes from the eternally Wise
God, who created the universe and
everything in it by His own
wisdom.

Jim Elliot, the American
missionary and martyr, once said:
"He is no fool who gives what he
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THE WISE
AND THE FOOL

cannot keep to gain what he
cannot lose." The one who spends
everything for eternal life is truly
wise.

The difference between the wise
and the fool lies in obedience. The
wise man is willing to sacrifice
anything and everything to follow
the Word of God. As Jesus said in
Matthew 7:24: "Therefore
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whoever hears these sayings of
mine, and does them, I will liken
him to a wise man who built his
house on the rock." But in verse
26: "Everyone who hears these
sayings of mine, and does not do
them, will be like a foolish man
who built his house on the sand."

Both men heard the Word of God
and both decided to build a house.

1%

Yet one ignored the realities
ahead, while the other trusted in
God's lordship and resolved to
obey Scripture.

So, who is wise? It is not the one
who merely knows or preaches the
Word, but the one who willingly
offers his mind, soul, and spirit to
live by it. The wise man mortifies
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, striving
for the glorious goal of fulfilling
God's will. Sadly, many modern
ministers call for "modified lusts"
instead of true mortification.

Are you wise enough to live by
what God tells you? If so, you
cannot live both your own will and
God's will. Choose His way.

Be wise, and be blessed.
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